
East Bay Charter Township  

East Bay Charter Township partners with Grand Traverse County to Unveil New Online Permitting  

East Bay Charter Township partnered with the Grand Traverse County Construction Code Department and other 

partners to unveil a new online permitting and inspection system. This new, enhanced service allows for the submis-
sion of land use permit applications, stormwater applications, transient activity permits and paying invoices, all by 
just a few simple clicks! The new online, paperless, self-service portal is called Electronic Permit and Inspections 

Center Grand Traverse (EPIC GT). EPIC GT allows developers, builders, contractors, and homeowners to submit 
online applications and plans to the Township as well as to Grand Traverse County and other participating agencies. 
Access to the EPIC GT portal is at http://gtcmi.us/epicgt.  For questions, please contact Zoning Administrator Leslie 

Couturier at (231) 947-8681 ext. 3 or visit eastbaytwp.org 

1965 N. Three Mile Rd., Traverse City, MI 49696    (231) 947-8647/FAX: (231) 922-2094       www.eastbaytwp.org 

Office Hours: Monday - Thursday 7:00 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. Closed on Friday and the following holiday dates: 

2020:  December 23, 24, 30 & 31 

2021:  January 18, February 15, April 1, May 31 

 

Winter 2020  

Newsletter 

Please Complete the East Bay Community Survey!  

East Bay Charter Township is updating the Community Master 
Plan. The Master Plan is a blueprint for how a community as-
pires to grow and develop. The Township is seeking input from 

residents, property owners, and businesses on land use, zoning, 
transportation, recreation, and resource conservation issues. 
Please share your vision for the East Bay Charter Township Master Plan. Complete the online survey by December 

18, 2020 at www.surveymonkey.com/r/East-Bay-Survey. Paper versions of the survey are available at the Township 
Hall. To receive a mailed copy, please call Director of Planning & Zoning Claire Karner at (231) 947-8681 ext. 2. 

Trail Planning Underway 

Two exciting trail planning efforts are underway in East Bay Charter Township. Completing TART’s Three Mile 
Trail has been a long-standing goal. Thanks to the Grand Traverse Regional Land Conservancy’s recent establish-
ment of the Mitchell Creek Meadows Nature Preserve, there is an opportunity to expand the trail south to the cluster 

of school campuses, businesses, and residents near Hammond Road and south. This trail design process officially 
kicked off with a formal partnership between East Bay Charter Township, TART Trails, Norte Youth Cycling, and 
the Grand Traverse Regional Land Conservancy and a public Open House which was held on October 22, 2020.  

In addition to the Three Mile Trail 
route and amenities, East Bay Char-

ter Township is working with 
TCAPS, Grand Traverse Academy, 
and Grand Traverse Area Catholic 

Schools on a Safe Routes to School 
initiative to improve walking and biking connections be-
tween students’ homes and four schools in East Bay Charter 

Township. These connections will also be critical in providing residents and students with safe access to future trail 
systems.  

http://gtcmi.us/epicgt
http://www.surveymonkey.com/r/East-Bay-Survey


 

How to Pay your Taxes 

There are several methods in which to pay the tax bill. Please see the back of bill or the township website:  eastbay-

twp.org for all the options.  Partial payments are accepted until March 2nd when the taxes will be turned over to the 

County Treasurer.  The U.S. Postal Service does not forward the tax bills. Therefore, please let the Treasurers know 

the address for the summer tax bill.  Tracey Bartlett, Treasurer, and Deb Hamilton, Deputy Treasurer, are available 

to answer any questions about the tax bills and to assist residents at (231) 947-8647. 

Hammond Road Roundabout 

The Grand Traverse County Road Commission engaged in an East-West Corridor 

Study culminating in 2019. The study focused on solutions to improve east-west 

traffic flow in the region. The immediate results were an investment in traffic signal 

optimization, lane reconfigurations, and six new roundabouts. The first roundabout 

will be constructed in East Bay Charter Township at Four Mile and Hammond 

Roads. Upon the Road Commission’s decision to construct the Four Mile & Ham-

mond Road roundabout, the Township has cooperatively worked with the Road 

Commission to simultaneously install water and sewer utilities under the rounda-

bout, averting any reconstruction due to utilities at a later date. The partnership team 

is also working on enhancing placemaking features such as landscaping, lighting, 

and accessible crosswalk approach/landing pads.  

While the Road Commission seeks to make this a successful project by utilizing a consulting and engineering firm 

which is extremely experienced in roundabout construction, there is little doubt the transportation interruption will be 

difficult next summer. Only westbound traffic will flow through the intersection of Four Mile and Hammond Roads, 

with eastbound travelers diverted either to US 31 N and Five Mile Road or Four Mile Road, south of the intersection, 

will be diverted using Wilsey and High Lake Roads. It is not too early to start thinking about perhaps adjusting work 

hours, establishing your alternate route, or plan to catch up on audiobooks and podcasts during your commute. Watch 

for further information at gtcrc.org and eastbaytwp.org. 

Transparency - what does Transparency look like at East Bay Charter Township? 

When the Board of Trustees, Planning Commission, Zoning Board of Appeals, Parks Commis-

sion, and Board of Review receive an agenda and supporting documents in a meeting packet 

for an upcoming meeting, the public receives the same thing at the same time. These files are 

simultaneously posted on Documents on Demand at eastbaytwp.org when they are supplied to 

board members. Documents on Demand even offers the public email notifications of added 

files for selected boards’ or commissions’ agendas, minutes, and packets. 

Click this small icon on the township’s website to reach agendas, packets, and minutes for each board and 
commission. 

In 2021, look forward to a 

          Farmer’s Market Night 

at the township hall parking lot 

 one night per week. How convenient! 

Community Police Officer 

Please welcome the township’s newest CPO, 

Zach Root, who fills the vacancy created by retir-

ing Deputy Taylor.  East Bay is very fortunate to 

have Deputy Root join the township.  Deputy 

Root has been with the  Grand Traverse County 

Sheriff’s Office for eight years and specializes  as 

a crime scene evidence technician and member of 

the dive team.  Officer Root and his family are 

East Bay Township residents. 



 

Little Free Library  

East Bay Township is seeking information on residents who own and operate a Little Free Library 

on their residential or commercial property. If you are willing, please contact Val Hendges, 231-

947-8647 to record the location of your Little Free Library. This will help the Township promote 

opportunities for accessing reading materials. Please remember that many of the East Bay Town-

ship parks have Little Free Libraries open and available for public use. Children and young adult 

literature are always in short supply so please feel free to drop off these types of books at the 

Township Hall during regular business hours.  

What do firefighters do? 

Firefighters do more than fight fire and rescue cats from trees! 

One of those things is Water Rescue Operations. 

Grand Traverse Metro Fire has a Special Operations team.  Special Operations encompasses 

Technical Rescue, Haz-Mat, Ice Rescue, Water Rescue, and Land Search and Rescue.  As winter 

approaches Grand Traverse Metro is trained and ready for Ice and Water Rescues.  The Depart-

ment is fully equipped two with 15’ inflatable boats designed specifically for rescue operations. 

One is on the east side of the jurisdiction and one on the west.  Metro Fire also has dry suits, ice 

suits, personal floatation devices, boots, fins, gloves, helmets, rope reels, throw rope bags, two 

ice rescue shuttles, as well as thermal cameras to spot someone in the water. 

Metro Fire is dispatched to every water/ice related incident in the area. The Grand Traverse Sheriff’s Office Marine 

Division is also dispatched along with a corresponding EMS agency. The United States Coast Guard and mutual aid 

watercraft can also be requested, as needed. 

While Metro Fire is ready to come to your aid if necessary, here are a few tips as you prepare to enjoy the next     

winter season: 

Water/ice safety tips: 

  Make sure someone knows where you are going and your time schedule 

  Have someone with you 

 Always check the ice, even if you have traveled the same path before.  Weather conditions are constantly 
changing and that changes the ice as well 

  Wear a life vest: if you fall in and hypothermia takes over this will keep you afloat 

  Be prepared: wear ice picks and life vest, bring a rope, and a cell phone  

  Dress in layers 

  Stay off bodies of water with movement such as creeks, rivers, waves, etc. 

Clerk’s News 

What an eventful year 2020 has been!  The township held three elections with each one breaking records for voter 

turnout and requests for absentee voter ballots. In the November 3, 2020 General Election, there was a whopping 

80.73% voter turnout. We are thankful for our many election inspectors that despite the increased health risks choose 

to serve the community and residents. We appreciate you all! It is unknown at this time if there will be any elections 

in 2021. If you have signed up to be on the Permanent Absentee Voter Application list (to request an absentee voter 

ballot), you will receive it in the mail approximately ten weeks before the election. Make sure to return the complet-

ed application if you would like a ballot sent to you. You can also visit  eastbaytwp.org to print the application or 

visit the michigan.gov/sos link to request your application to be sent to East Bay Township online.  

Enjoy the holidays!  Susanne M. Courtade MiPMC2/MMC, Clerk, & Holly Couturier, Deputy Clerk  



East Bay Branch Library  

The East Bay Branch Library will continue Curbside Service at this time. Please call (231) 922-2085 for an appoint-
ment during the times listed below.  Check out TADL's online offerings at www.tadl.org/catalog 

Tuesday  & Thursday 12:00 pm to 6:00 pm, Wednesday  & Friday 10:00 to 3:00 pm, Saturday 10:00 am to 3:00 pm. 

Sunday & Monday CLOSED 

We are quarantining items for at least 96 hours and the library building will remain closed until further notice. Please 

call the library at (231) 922-2085 for more information! Thank you for your patience! 

Need books? Check out our brand new Little Free Library in front of the library building.  Special thanks to volunteers 

Sheamus Shinners, Doug Hoagg and Larry Gerschebacher for making it a reality! 

Supervisor   Beth Friend    bfriend@eastbaytwp.org         
Office Administrator  Val Hendges    vhendges@eastbaytwp.org 
Clerk/Deputy Clerk  Susanne Courtade/Holly Couturier    scourtade@eastbaytwp.org/hcouturier@eastbaytwp.org 

Treasurer/Deputy Treasurer Tracey Bartlett/Deb Hamilton  tbartlett@eastbaytwp.org/dhamilton@eastbaytwp.org              

Planner    Claire Karner    ckarner@eastbaytwp.org     

Zoning Administrator  Leslie Couturier    lcouturier@eastbaytwp.org        

Assessor s   Susan Karakos/Joel Bremer  skarakos@gtcountymi.gov/jbremer@gtcountymi.gov        

Building/Grounds  Bob Burns    rburns@eastbaytwp.org 

East Bay Charter Township, 1965 N. Three Mile Road, Traverse City, Michigan 49696 

Office hours are Monday - Thursday 7 a.m. to 5:30 p.m., Closed on Fridays, visit eastbaytwp.org for holidays 

Township Office Main Number (231) 947-8647            Planning & Zoning (231) 947-8681 

NON-EMERGENCY CONTACT INFORMATION: 
Ambulance: East Bay Ambulance @ 947-0299 
Fire: Grand Traverse Metro Emergency Services Authority (GT Metro) @ 947-3000 
Police: East Bay Township Community Police Officers @ 947-3631 or 
Grand Traverse County Sheriff’s Office @ 995-5000 or Non-Emergency Dispatch at 922-4550 

East Bay Charter Township Accepts Passport Applications 

U.S. citizens planning international travel may apply for passports by  appointment Monday 

through Thursday, 7:00 am – 5:00 pm at the township office. Please call (231) 947-8647 to 

schedule an appointment. For application forms, information on documentation required, 

fees and other passport and international travel information, visit travel.state.gov.  

Boards and Commissions Meeting Days and Times 

Board of Trustees meets the 2nd Monday   Zoning Board of Appeals  meets on an as-needed 

of each month at 6:30 p.m.     basis on the 2nd Tuesday of the month at 6:30 p.m. 

Planning Commission meets the 1st Tuesday   Park Commission meets the 3rd Monday of each 

of each month at 6:30 p.m.     month at 6:00 p.m. 

Regularly scheduled meetings are currently held via Zoom. Please see meeting agendas for more information.. 

Always check the website calendar for any changes to dates/times/locations due to elections and holidays. 
 

Watch meetings on local access cable television on channel 191 or on the computer at www.tacm.tv.  

Interested in serving your community through involvement with the township?               

Please visit the township’s website to find out more about its boards and committees           

and how you can express your interest. 

http://www.tadl.org/catalog

